
 

NEW STANWOOD HIGH SCHOOL (SHS) CONSTRUCTION – Q & A 
 
 

Q: What are the timelines for the new high school related projects? (school, fields, stadium, parking lots) 

A:   Phase 1 Site Prep:    Completed 

 Phase 2 Construction:   01/02/2019 – anticipated date 11/06/2020 

 Staff, furniture & equipment move in: November/December 2020 

 1st day of school at new SHS:   01/04/2021 

 New football field:    Completed (new lighting will be installed after fall sports) 

 Throwing events venue:   Completed (fencing will be added to project scope) 

 Fieldhouse renovation:   Completed 

 Grandstand improvements:  Completed (completed with the exception of landscaping) 

 Tennis courts:    02/28/2020  

 Reroute of fiber optic line:   07/31/2020 

 72nd Avenue frontage improvements: 08/30/2020 

 Softball & baseball field complex:  10/16/2020 

 Old SHS building demolition:  January – May, 2021 

 Student and visitor parking:  07/30/2021 

 Multipurpose/soccer field:   08/26/2021 

 Final completion of all SHS work:  10/26/2021 

 
Q: Who has access to the construction site during the school day? 

A: Only authorized personnel are allowed onto the construction site. There is a complete physical 

separation (fencing) between the construction zone and school campus throughout the entirety of the 

project and any new workers are required to go through safety training prior to beginning work. The 

contractor keeps a daily log of all crews on site.  

 
Q: What measures are in place to protect students, staff and visitors from construction activities, and to 

provide for safe navigation around the site? 

A: The construction area is fenced off from other parts of the campus and only authorized persons are 

able to access the work site legally. The contractor has an excellent safety record and follows all 

applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and Washington Industrial Safety and 

Health Act (WISHA) regulations. The contractor also employs a project safety director and the site is 

monitored 24 hours per day. 

 
Q: What can we expect with regard to noise? 

A: While noise is unavoidable, the City of Stanwood sets allowable hours for construction activity and the 

 contractor follows these.  

 
Q: Where will students be going to school while construction is being completed? 
A: The new school is being constructed on the existing site alongside the old school that is in 

operation. This allows us to keep our current school open until the new school is completed. 

 
Q: Are we still on track for moving into the new school in December 2020? 
A: Yes, we are on schedule for completion by November 2020; furniture and equipment will be 

moved into the building in November/December 2020; students will move into their new 
school on January 4, 2021 (right after winter break). 

 



Q: What safety and security measures will the new high school have? 

A: The building code and state amendments adopted in 2007 adhere to more stringent structural design 

standards than earlier codes that were in place when the high school and additions were constructed. 

The approach to building security in schools has become much more sophisticated over the past 

decade. The new high school will have electric locks on exterior doors and a controlled entry vestibule 

that will require all visitors to check in at the reception area prior to entering the school. Additionally, 

the layout of the new school and campus will allow for increased observability both on the interior and 

exterior of the building.  
 

Q: Is the square footage of the new high school less than the current high school? 
A:  No, the new high school has more square footage. The current high school is 219,000 SF; new 

high school is 245,000 SF. 
 

Q:  Will the new high school hold more students than the current high school? Will we have room to 
grow?  

A:  Capacity at the current high school is 900 students; estimated enrollment at the new high 
school is 1,250 students, with actual capacity at 1,600 students. Yes, there is room for 
increased student enrollment at the new high school. 

 

Q: Will there be more parking spaces at the new high school? Is parking limited during the time when the 

new school is occupied and old school is being demolished? 

A: Yes, the new facility will have 715 parking stalls. Parent drop-off and parking for students and visitors 

will be located north of the new building, where the existing high school is currently. Bus drop off and 

staff parking will be located south of the new building, where you see all the construction trailers and 

materials. During construction of the new high school and demolition of the existing building, parking 

will be limited, but this will be a temporary inconvenience and everyone’s patience will be greatly 

appreciated.  
   
Q: Can the new gymnasium hold graduation and other large functions? 

A: The gymnasium will be able to handle large functions, however, it is likely that graduation will continue 

to be held in the stadium. The gymnasium is similar in layout and capacity to the existing gymnasium.  
 

Q: What are the impacts of traffic flow and traffic lights around the school? 

A: An independent traffic study was performed as part of the permitting process. No negative traffic 

impacts are anticipated. The new school will feature separate entries for student/parent traffic and 

school buses; this should help improve traffic flow. 
 

Q: Are some items at the current high school salvageable and brought to the new high school or will 

everything be brand new?  

A:  Yes, we are reusing some equipment and technology that is up to date and in good condition. It is 

anticipated that all furniture will be replaced. Any surplus items, if needed, will be used within the 

district at other schools. School districts will have an opportunity to obtain surplus items they may 

need. 
 

Q: How is technology incorporated into the design of the new building? What will our students be 

able to do in the future that they can’t do now? 

A: The building will be equipped with modern IP based communication systems that will allow for better 

school-wide communication systems. This is an important safety feature. Interactive presentations 

systems will be available in all classrooms similar to what we have in our K-8 schools. The Wi-Fi network 

will be improved over our current building. This is important as we move to a 1:1 student to device 

ratio, which will allow for technology to be integrated into everyday learning. 
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